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Sermon on the Epistle for Ascension Day. 
Aots 1, 1—12. 


“O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice 
of triumph. ... God is gone up with a shout, the Lord with the 
sound of a trumpet. Sing praises to God, sing praises: sing praises 
unto our King, sing praises!” Such are the words we read in the 
47th Psalm, in which the great King David foretold the ascension 
of the promised Messiah many hundreds of years before the event 
recorded in our epistle. The same royal prophet said in the 110th 
Psalm: “The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou at My right hand, 
until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool.... Rule Thou in the 
midst of Thine enemies!” Daniel spoke the following words regard- 
ing the enthronement of the coming Messiah: “I saw in the night 
visions, and, behold, one like the Son of Man came with the elouds 
of heaven, and came to the Ancient of Days; and they brought Him 
near before Him. And there was given Him dominion, and glory, 
and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages should serve 
Him: His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away, and His kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” From 
these Scripture-passages we learn that the Old Testament believers 
were well aware of the fact that the Messiah, after having completed 
the work of redemption, would be taken up again into the same 
heaven of heavens from which He had come to carry out the plan 
of His Father for the salvation of the fallen human race. 

The ascension of the Lord, however, was not only foretold, but 
also typified in the Old Testament. Once a year, on the Day of 
Atonement, the high priest lifted the mysterious veil which shut out 
the Holy of Holies from the view of men, and as he entered this 
highest sanctuary, the veil also shut him out from the view of the 
worshiping congregation while he was performing his sacred. func- 
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tions. But the people: knew that he stood before the throne of God. 
Though he was not with them, he was with God, which was expedient 
for them. Yea, the high priest was at this moment more useful to 
them within the veil, hidden from their vision, than outside of it; 
he was doing for them out of sight what he could not accomplish 
within view of them. What a striking type of the ascended Lord! 

These prophecies of the Old Testament were fulfilled when on the 
fortieth day after His resurrection Christ Jesus gloriously ascended 
into heaven. Of this ascension our Epistle-lesson gives us the most 
detailed account found in the Bible. This ascension of our Lord, the 
last link of that golden chain of events connected with the life and 
work of our Savior here on earth, is indeed a subject worthy of our 
devout meditation: Let us, therefore, to-day direct our thoughts to 


THE ASCENSION OF OUR SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST. 


Let us consider, 
1. The circumstances connected with it; 2. Its purpose. 


A, 


In order to make the Christians sure that the ascension of our 
Lord is an indisputable fact, the Holy Scriptures are very explicit 
in relating to us this wonderful event. Not only do they tell us when, 
whence, in what manner, and whither He ascended, but they also 
mention the eye-witnesses of His glorious ascension. 

When did our Lord ascend into heaven? This question is an- 
swered in our text (v. 3), where we read that Jesus was “seen of them 
[the disciples] forty days.” After His resurrection on Easter Day, 
the third day after His death on the eross and His burial, the Lord 
repeatedly appeared to His disciples,” showing Himself alive after 
His Passion by many infallible proofs.” He was seen by Mary Mag- 
dalene, by the other women who had been at the grave, by the Emmaus 
disciples, by Simon Peter, by the ten, and, eight days later, by the 
eleven disciples behind locked doors, then again by a member of the 
chosen apostles at the Sea of Galilee, by more than five hundred at 
one time, and by James. He had eaten with them, had spoken to 
them “of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God” again and 
again, and had been handled by them, in order that the fact of His 
resurrection might be well established, that the disciples might be 
witnesses of His resurrection. He had not remained with them con- 
tinuously as before His Passion; no, only now and then He would 
suddenly appear, but just as suddenly disappear again, thereby show- 
ing that He had now entered on a different mode of living. Now, 
at the end of the forty days, almost six weeks after His resurrection, 
having more fully instructed, qualified, and commissioned His dis- 
ciples for their great work, He left them, ascending to heaven. 


Sermon on the Epistle for Ascension Day. 131 


The place whence our Lord ascended is mentioned in the verse 
following our Epistle-lesson for to-day. We read (v.12): “Then re- 
turned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is 
from Jerusalem a Sabbath day’s journey.” In his gospel Luke says: 
“And He led them out as far as to Bethany.” Bethany, the home of 
Lazarus, Martha, and Mary, where Jesus had passed the last nights 
before His Passion, was situated on the eastern slope of the Mount 
of Olives, or Mount Olivet, as it is called in our text. On this mount 
there was also the Garden of Gethsemane, that sacred spot where our 
Lord had experienced His extreme sorrow in the night in which He 
was betrayed; this same mount was now hallowed by His glorious 
ascent. From this place He went back to His heavenly Father, who 
placed Him on the eternal throne of His glory. 

Also the manner of Christ’s ascent is spoken of in our text. After 
He had assembled His disciples on the mount, where He again spoke 
of His spiritual kingdom here on earth, and commissioned them to 
be His “witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea, in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth,” we read (v.9): “And when He had 
spoken these things, while they beheld, He was taken up; and a cloud 
received Him out of their sight.” In His gospel Luke tells us: “And 
He lifted up His hands and blessed them. And it came to pass, while 
He blessed them, He was parted from them, and carried up into 
heaven.” From this we learn that the last visible act of our Lord 
was that of blessing His diseiples, an infallible sign of His love to 
them and His interest in them. He raised His hands in which the 
marks of the nails were still to be seen, and pronounced His blessing, 
thereby not only wishing them well, but actually conferring upon 
them His great gifts. In this act of blessing He was taken up; He 
was parted from them “while they beheld.” Before the eyes of the 
assembled disciples He slowly departed from this earth, being raised 
into the air higher and higher. His ascension was local, visible, real. 
The disciples were able to follow Him with their eyes until a cloud 
that had descended from heaven enveloped Him and hid Him from 
their sight. This Shekinah overshadowed Him, and on its wings 
He arose to the throne of God. 

Whither did the Lord go? Our text answers (vv. 2.9.11): “He 
was taken up,” and again (v.10): “He went up.” Does this mean 
that He went higher and higher, even beyond that cloud, until He 
reached a place far, far away from the earth? No; the angels who 
appeared immediately after His ascent testified that He was “taken 
up from you [the disciples] into heaven,” that is, God’s imperial 
palace, the fulness of the divine and glorious presence. The Lord 
Himself had told Mary Magdalene that He would ascend to His 
Father. The Apostle Paul writes to the Ephesians: “The Father set 
Him [our Lord Jesus] at His own right hand in the heavenly places, 
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far above all prineipality, and power, and might, and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that 
which is to come.” He went to His Father, who said to Him as 
prophesied in the 110th Psalm: “Sit Thou at My right hand.” In 
the Epistle to the Hebrews we are told that the Lord “sat down on 
the right hand of the Majesty on high.” From these passages we 
learn that Christ arose in majesty, and after being enveloped by the 
cloud, untold glories unfolded themselves. He then, according to His 
human nature, entered that glorious state in which He is omnipresent; 
He fills all heavens, the whole creation. His human nature assumed 
the full and free exercise of the divine power and majesty communi- 
cated in the personal union. Though He withdrew His visible pres- 
ence from His disciples, He was thenceforward with them invisibly, 
and thus He is with all His Christians “alway,” to the end of days. 

Is this fact of the ascension of our Lord well established? We 
were not personally present when He ascended, we did not with our 
own eyes see Him raised up into heaven. May we believe it then? 
Indeed we may. For Christ, our Lord, did not ascend in secrecy, 
He did not go away without permitting anybody to witness His leave- 
taking. We have witnesses, trustworthy witnesses, for the fact of His 
ascension. All the great things our Lord did for the salvation of 
mankind were to be made known after His departure by such as had 
been eye-witnesses. From the time of His baptism by John, the Lord 
always had with Him a number of men who with their own senses 
perceived the great works of their Master, and thus were well qualified 
to testify of them to others and thereby lead them to faith in the 
Savior. These men, the disciples, had witnessed the suffering and 
death of the Lord, time and again they had beheld Him after His 
resurrection, and they also were present when He was taken up, when 
He ascended into heaven. Luke expressly tells us that Christ was 
taken up “while they [the assembled disciples] beheld.” Of this as- 
cension of their Lord the apostles bore testimony after they had been 
endowed with the Spirit from on high. Only a few days later, on the 
day of Pentecost, Peter testified: “This Jesus hath God raised up, 
whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore, being by the right hand of 
God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the 
Holy Ghost, He hath shed forth this which ye now see and hear. For 
David is not ascended into the heavens; but he saith himself, The 
Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou on My right hand until I make 
Thy foes Thy footstool.” And in the 5th chapter of Acts we are told 
that Peter and the other apostles testified before the captain and the 
officers of the Temple: “Him hath God exalted with His right hand. 
We are His witnesses of these things.” 

This testimony of the disciples is sufficient. But we have still 
other witnesses, not earthly creatures, but heavenly beings, holy, sin- 
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less creatures. In our text we are told (vv. 10.11: “While they [the 
disciples] looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, 
two men stood by them in white apparel, which also said, Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus which 
is taken up from you into heaven shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen Him go into heaven.” Angels had proclaimed the birth 
of Christ, angels had borne testimony of His glorious resurrection, 
angels again now testify to His ascent into heaven. Verily, Christ’s 
ascension is a well-established fact. No one should entertain any 
doubts concerning this glorious event. 


But what is the meaning of this ascension of our Lord, what the 
purpose and aim? This we shall now consider in the second part of 
our discourse. , 


2. 


In our text we are told that the Lord, before His ascension, com- 
missioned His apostles to be witnesses unto Him. They were to make 
known among men the wonderful works of their Lord. What had 
they seen Him do? Great miracles, on the one hand. But these were 
not the most important works of the Lord of which they were to 
testify. Above all they were to speak of His redemption, brought 
about by His perfect obedience to the Law and His suffering and 
death as all men’s Substitute. For this purpose had the Son of God 
become man, to save His people from their sins. Had Christ accom- 
plished this? In His high-priestly prayer He said: “I have finished 
the work which Thou gayest Me to do.” Bowing His head in death 
on the cross, He cried out, “It is finished.” On the third day after 
this He victoriously broke the fetters of death, thereby showing that 
sin, death, and the devil, man’s three great foes, were conquered, and 
that the work of redemption had been brought about. The Father 
Himself had brought Him back to life, testifying to the fact that 
He was now appeased, that man’s sins were atoned for, that He Him- 
self was reconciled with the world. But to establish this fully in the 
sight of heaven and hell, it was necessary that He be taken up from 
the earth into heaven, whence He had come to perform His work of 
saving the world. This came to pass on the fortieth day after His 
resurrection, when the Father took Him up into heaven and placed 
Him at His own right hand, when His Father enthroned Him on the 
seat of His glory, when God glorified His Son as Jesus had asked 
Him to do before His suffering and death. Surely Christ would not 
have been received up into glory if His work on earth had been an 
ignominious failure. No, Christ had atoned for our sins which had 
separated us from our God; He had spoiled principalities and powers, 
which had ruled over us since the fall of man; He had overcome 
death and the grave, our enemies. “He made a show of them openly, 
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triumphing over them”; now He returned in triumph to His heavenly 
kingdom and throne. And heaven gladly received Him, the Victor. 

In the days after His resurrection the Lord spoke to His disciples 
“of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.” By His suffering, 
death, and resurrection He had laid the foundation of this kingdom; 
He had made it possible for God to adopt us again as His children. 
Sin, which had separated between God and man, was done away with, 
and therefore Christ can truthfully say to Mary Magdalene: “I ascend 
to My Father and to your Father.” In Christ, God has accepted us 
as His children, so that now we may with all boldness and confidence 
call God “our Father.” If we are children of God, then, truly, we 
are “heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ.” By His ascension 
Christ has taken possession, also according to His human nature, of 
this our inheritance. Is there any danger, then, of our losing this 
inheritance? Our Savior earned heaven for us, He has taken pos- 
session of it for us, as our Substitute. He tells us: “Let not your 
heart be troubled. In My Father’s house are many mansions. I go 
to prepare a place for you.” Christ Jesus ascended into heaven that 
we, too, might ascend thither. The forerunner has entered heaven and 
sent the message back: The way has been prepared; come! Yea, in 
a manner we already have ascended into heaven — “God hath made 
us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” 

Before His death Jesus had told His disciples: “It is expedient 
for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you.” This 
comforting promise was brought to the mind of the disciples shortly 
before the ascension. In our text we read (v.4): “He commanded 
them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the 
promise of the Father, which, saith He, ye have heard of Me. For 
John truly baptized with water, but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost not many days hence,” and again (v. 8): “Ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you.” What comfort 
this reminder must have been for the disciples! After the coming of 
the Redeemer, the promised Messiah, no other great thing could be 
expected than the outpouring of the Holy Ghost. It is true, the dis- 
ciples had received the Holy Ghost into their hearts when they had 
come to faith; and after the resurrection “the Lord had breathed 
upon them and said, Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” But according to 
Christ’s word they were to receive the Holy Ghost in a still greater 
measure, they were to be “baptized” with the Holy Ghost, in an abun- 
dant measure they were to be filled with Him. In order to carry out 
this promise Christ ascended on high. He had stated that His ascen- 
sion was a condition for the fulfilment of this promise. He was taken 
up, and He sent down the Spirit as we may read in the following 
chapter. Through this Spirit He has given and still gives “gifts unto 
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men, apostles, pastors, teachers.” The same Spirit is promised and 
given to us because of the ascension of our Lord. This Spirit has 
already called us in the true faith and keeps us with Christ Jesus, 
our ascended Lord. 

Christ, the Messiah, was, according to the Old Testament, to be 
our “priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” It was the duty 
of the high priest to make intercession for the people. Christ, our 
one and true High Priest, ascended on high, returned to God in order 
to perform this His duty. Yea, “the Forerunner is for us entered,” 
“He ever liveth to make intercession for them”; “Christ entered into 
heaven itself now to appear in the presence of God for us.” Rejoice, 
therefore, you Christians, “if any man sin [let him not despair], we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the Righteous.” How 
can our case miscarry ? 

Before His ascension Christ spoke to His disciples “of the things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God.” Since He and the Father who 
sent Him are One, this kingdom is also His, Christ’s, kingdom. As 
the Son of God, true God with the Father and the Holy Ghost, He 
now, after His ascension, has also according to His human nature 
assumed the full exercise of His rule over all creatures. Since His 
ascension the God-man wields all power in heaven and earth. “All 
things are now put under His feet and He is Head over all things.” 
“Before Him every knee must now bow, of things in heaven and 
things in earth, and things under the earth.” He rules all things for 
the benefit of His kingdom of grace, His Church, of which He is the 
Head. What shall we, His members, fear, we, the citizens of His 
kingdom? Our Brother, our flesh and blood, our Substitute and 
Representative, is the almighty Ruler of heaven and earth and sits at 
God’s right hand, not in indolent ease, but to appear to Saul, to 
convert him, and to Stephen, to comfort him. There is no man on 
earth whom Christ, the ascended Savior, is not seeking, no child of 
God whom He is not keeping. 

This our glorious Savior and King, now sitting at the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty, shall not forever be invisible to us, His 
brethren. Through His messengers, the angels, He, immediately after 
His ascension, gave this promise to us: “This same Jesus, which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen Him go into heaven.” We know not when this will be, “it is not 
for us to know the times or the seasons which the Father hath put in 
His own power” (v.7). But we do know that what the Lord has said, 
“T will come again and receive you unto Myself, that where I am, 
there ye may be also,” will certainly come true. Oh, what a glorious 
prospect these words open to all believers! Here on earth is not our 
home. We are children of God and long to be with Him. Oh, there- 
fore, let your “conversation be in heaven,” remembering that our 
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Lord and Savior has gone before us into heaven in order to draw us 
after Him. He will not disappoint us. 
Oh, rejoice in your ascended Lord Jesus Christ! 


Since Christ has gone to heaven, His home, 
I, too, that home one day must share, 
And in this hope I overcome 

All doubt, all anguish, and ‘despair; 

For where the Head is, well we know, 

The members He has left below 

In time He surely gathers. 


Amen. 
Chatham, Ill. E. ©. WEGEHAUPT. 
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Acts 2, 1—13. 


Thou holy Light, Guide Divine, 

O cause the Word of Life to shine; 

Teach us to know our God aright, 

And call Him Father with delight. 

From error, Lord, our souls defend, 

That they on Christ alone attend, 

In Him with living faith abiding, 

In Him with all their might confiding. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

In the impressive narrative of our Epistle-lesson we have a record 
of God advertising His grace. For what was that sound from heaven 
as of a rushing, mighty wind? What were those cloven tongues like 
as of fire that sat upon each of these disciples? Was it not all done 
to eall men’s attention to that marvelous grace which God was about 
to bestow upon men? And was He not entirely successful in bringing 
men to attend to His work? We are expressly told in the text: “Now 
when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were 
confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own 
language.” Indeed, the multitude came together. They listened, they 
gave attention, they were amazed. God did certainly advertise on 
that first New Testament Pentecost Sunday, and, what is more, He 
had something to advertise. There was a noise, but there was more 
than a noise, there was something that was worth making a noise 
about, — there was action, there was a divine deed of heavenly power 
and saving grace. A whole family was born to God that day, and 
this family still lives and has set aside this day to commemorate its 
wonderful birthday. On that day God'gave the light and the life 
from which all the children of light and life are born. Aye, on that 
day God gave to us and to our spirit Himself and His Spirit. Our 
text is the narrative which tells of this. That must also, therefore, 
be the theme of our sermon on this day of commemoration and 
festivity : — \ 
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GOD’S PENTECOSTAL GIFT: HIS HOLY SPIRIT OF 
LIGHT AND LIFE. 


Thereby He gave to us — 
1. Light to dispel our darkness; 2. Life to destroy our death. 


1. 

In considering this narrative and subject, one of the very first 
questions that occur to us is this: Had God never before given His 
Holy Spirit to man? Certainly God gave His Holy Spirit to man, 
even in the days of the Old Testament. To all those in those ancient 
times to whom He gave His Word, God also gave His Holy Spirit. 
To Moses, to Isaiah, to David, and to many other men of God, God 
gave His Holy Spirit, and through them God also bestowed this pre- 
cious gift upon all who believed their report and their teaching. But 
even then most men despised this light of God’s Holy Spirit. The 
great majority turned their back upon this gift and “loved darkness 
rather than light.” Isaiah therefore complained: “Who hath believed 
our report?” But in spite of this their ingratitude God fulfilled His 
promise given through the prophets of the Old Testament: the 
Savior, the Messiah, came and lived a life in which there shone the 
glory of God. The Christ came, He loved and He served, He lived 
and He died, He fought and He conquered, He entered the grave and 
was raised up again. But even then, most of those who beheld this 
Savior in His wonderful self-sacrificing life, in His patient, holy 
suffering, in His obedient death, and in His glorious resurrection, 
even then most men loved darkness rather than light, turned from the 
Christ and perished by rejecting the Savior. And now, behold what 
manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us! Even this in- 
gratitude did not cause God to grow weary of seeking the souls of 
men. Instead of withdrawing all light from those who had loved 
darkness rather than light, He shed His light even more abundantly, 
He gave the Holy Spirit in greater measure than ever before, He now 
fulfilled that other promise of His to pour out of His Spirit upon all 
flesh more than ever before; and to inaugurate this abundant, mar- 
velous, exceeding pouring out of His Holy Spirit for the enlighten- 
ment, instruction, and salvation of all, He chose that first New 
Testament Pentecost Day. With greater power than ever before, and 
with more abundant fulness, God poured out His Holy Spirit upon 
men, and this Holy Spirit on that day and from that day on labored 
upon the souls of men. This is the event which is narrated here in 
our text. The Holy Spirit came upon these men in much greater 
fulness and much more abundantly than ever before. That is the 
meaning of this day. 

And now, what is the purpose of this richer and more abundant 
pouring out of God’s Holy pee It is to give us light to dispel 
our darkness. 
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Is not the world dark, dark with sin, dark with blasphemy, dark. 
with unbelief? Listen to these scoffers who mocked this revelation 
of God’s grace and said of these men who spoke in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power: “These men are full of new wine.” Is that. 
not darkness? Is that not moral depravity of the blackest type? Is 
that not the same darkness of mind which dwelled in those who stood 
beneath the cross of Christ and mocked that Holy One of God as He 
cried out in agony and pain? Oh, what utter spiritual darkness had 
come upon these souls! They could look upon the miracles of Jesus. 
and refuse to see the light of salvation and of joy and of health and 
of forgiveness which shone therein. They could listen to the sermons. 
of Him who spake as never man spake, and remain in the darkness 
of their unbelief. They could hear the apostles preach on that Pente- 
cost Day and note how thousands turned from sin to God, and yet 
scoff at it all. Was that not darkness? And have we not this same: 
darkness to this day? In spite of all that God has done in the ful- 
filment of His Word, in spite of the millions whom Jesus has rescued,. 
in spite of the blessings that we see coming from the Christian religion 
upon orphans, upon the sick, upon the poor and the miserable, in spite 
of the comforted sinner turning to righteousness, in spite of the saint 
awaiting eternal life, men continue in unbelief and scoff at God’s 
grace. Here are the histories of Moses, the Psalms of David, the 
fulfilled prophecies of Isaiah, the sermons of Peter and Paul, aye, the 
life and death and resurrection of the Son of God, and these men 
laugh all this to scorn, they have but one answer for all God’s love 
and salvation, — mockery. Is that not darkness? Can hell itself be 
much darker ? 

But not all scoff; no, there is much darkness that is only the 
night of ignorance. ' Our text speaks of that; it tells of the many 
who did not mock and laugh, but stood and were amazed and asked: 
“What meaneth this?” What dark ignorance! God had spoken of 
this pouring out of His Spirit centuries before, He had foretold it 
again and again, and yet here is the multitude entirely ignorant of 
God’s purpose. And have we not the same darkness to-day? How 
long has this Bible been in the world, how often has it been translated, 
how many churches and schools have been built where it is read and 
preached and explained, and yet how many millions are living right. 
in the shadow of these churches, aye, how many thousands pretend. 
to have learned and to be preaching this Word and have not yet. 
learned the abe of what this Word of God teaches! Oh, what a dark 
world of spiritual ignorance in which we live! 

And just a deep shadow of this darkness rested still also upon the: 
hearts of the disciples. These disciples of whom our text speaks had 
been with the Lord Jesus for several years. They had listened to His. 
instructions, they had heard His admonitions, they had given some: 


x 
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attention to His warnings and directions, and yet the entire truth 
which Jesus wished them to know and which they were to proclaim 
to all others, they had not fully recognized. It is true, in their heart 
the light had begun to shine, but it was still obstructed by the igno- 
rance and prejudices and fears which even then in part darkened their 
heart. And is it not so also in the Christian Church to-day? We 
Christians have attended so many services, we have heard so many 
‘sermons, we have read the Bible in our homes, we have the beautiful 
hymns, we have the Catechism and other books of devotion, and yet 
how imperfect is our knowledge! If some one would examine our 
Christian congregations from family to family and from house to 
house, how many prejudices, how many fears and misgivings, how 
much doubt and misconception he would still find! Oh, there is still 
too much shadow and too much darkness even among Christians! 
What we all need is more light. We need the light of God’s Holy 
Spirit. And that is just what God gave us on that first New Testa- 
ment Pentecost Sunday. When that Spirit came upon those disciples, 
how He did illuminate their hearts and minds, and through them 
what a heavenly light began to dispel that darkness of the ignorant 
and the scoffers! How many who had come to stare or to mock now 
confessed their sin and rejoiced in their Savior! — That is why we 
speak of this very matter to-day. By giving us His Spirit and Word 
God has given to the world abundant revelation, light, and instruction. 
The apostles were so filled with the Holy Spirit on that day that they 
preached and spoke forth of all the “wonderful works of God.” So 
richly were they adorned with God’s Holy Spirit that they continued 
for all the rest of their lives to proclaim and to speak and to write, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance, all those mysteries and all that 
counsel of God which God had revealed to them. Through these . 
inspired apostles God has now also given us sufficient light and in- 
struction to deliver us from the darkness of this world, from its dark, 
hard, wicked unbelief, and from the ignorance which dwells by nature 
in our hearts. God’s gift is abundant, God’s gift is sufficiently rich; 
there is enough instruction here for all. No one can be so tangled 
in perplexities, or so troubled by problems, or so tortured with fears 
and doubts that he cannot here, in God’s Word, by God’s Holy Spirit, 
receive sufficient light and enlightenment to give him a firm faith, 
peace of mind, and entire confidence. There is light here for every 
darkness; let us but come and receive instruction day by day from 
this sacred volume, let us but utilize the hymns, the Catechism, the 
sermons, and the Christian literature which is pouring forth in such 
abundance, and we shall realize more and more that God has given 
us superabundant light to dispel all our darkness. If any one now 
remains without comfort or instruction or correction, it is because 
he loves darkness rather than light. It is because he despises the 
exceedingly abundant gift of God’s Holy Spirit. 
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Shall it be said of you that God thundered from heaven in vain, 
that the cloven tongues as of fire appeared for you in vain, that the 
miracles performed by disciples and by Christ Himself, that the 
powers of the Holy Spirit through God’s Word, that all this was in 
vain, and that you received no light therefrom, and that, whereas 
others rejoice in this gift of God and are enlightened and brightened, 
you have remained in darkness, in ignorance, unbelief, sin, and doubt? 
Oh, let none to-day despise or neglect this gracious and abundant 
gift of God, God’s Holy Spirit! Let all of us sing and pray to-day: 

Thou holy Light, Guide Divine, ete. 


2. 

Let no one, however, imagine that by giving us His Holy Spirit, 
God merely wished to enlighten our intellects. By His gift of the 
Holy Spirit God did not only send us the most glorious light for our 
darkness, He thereby also gave us life, life to conquer and to destroy 
the very enemy that was gnawing at our vitals: death. It is true 
that here in our text we read nothing of temporal death, nor do we 
see any one brought back from the grave. And yet our text, and all 
that follows in this chapter, tells of a far more glorious resurrection 
than that of the daughter of Jairus or that of the widow’s son at 
Nain. These cloven tongues like as of fire and this sound from 
heaven as of a rushing, mighty wind were not only to attract attention 
and to impress those who took note of them with the fact that God 
was performing a work of extraordinary importance, but they were 
also symbols and emblems which indicated the nature of this work 
of God. They symbolized the spiritual stir, action, and life which 
God was about to bestow. 

Jerusalem, the city in which these disciples were assembled, was 
lying in the grip of spiritual death. O yes, there was the usual bustle 
and hurry and commotion in the streets of the city, but in spite of 
it all, Jerusalem was doubly dead. It was dead in unbelief. In spite 
of all the stirring activity of its commercial and social life, in spite 
of the showy performances of elaborate ceremonies in the Temple, 
those people were dead in trespasses and sins. Spiritual lethargy had 
lulled them to sleep, the sleep of death; corruption had so engulfed 
all things that the people of Jerusalem had become guilty of the most. 
shameful sins and outrages. They had fallen so deep that they had 
even crucified their King and Savior. Jerusalem was filled with a 
humid, sickening, and fatal atmosphere. Godliness, morality, and 
faith had died. Men had breathed the fumes of hell until all spiritual 
life had left them. And Jerusalem was also tottering toward eternal 
death. If ever there were people on this earth who deserved damna- 
tion, eternal death, then those wretches deserved it who had taken 
the healing hands of the holy Savior and nailed them to the cross, 
who had struck with their fists the blessed lips which had just spoken: 
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“Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest,” who had crowned their King with a crown of thorns, and 
had determinedly cast out and rejected Him who had brought them 
life. So terrible and so awful and so certain was their doom that 
Jesus wept over them and cried out: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,” ete. 
Spiritual death held them in its awful grasp, temporal death was 
approaching them, and eternal death awaited them. There was but 
one ray of hope for those people, and that was that God Himself 
would send them a life-giving breath from heaven that would revive 
the dead bones, and that God would send the purifying fire that 
should burn away the pollutions, the impurities, and the poisonous 
growths which devoured those people. And that is just what God did 
on that Pentecost Day. He sent them that vitalizing air which 
brought life to the suffocated. He sent them that purifying fire 
which destroyed death. If it had not been for this gift, not only 
Jerusalem, not only the scoffers and the ignorant and the indifferent 
would have perished, but even the life in that little band of Christians 
might have died away and perished. But God sent them the life of 
His Holy Spirit. Behold, what a stir this gift of God produced in 
that dead city! Where all had been coldness and death, indifference, 
unbelief, and lack of all interest, there suddenly the multitude was 
aroused, people began to pour into the place where the disciples were 
assembled. The disciples themselves took fire and began to preach 
of the wonderful works of God. Our text tells us that, as all the 
disciples were filled with the Holy Ghost, they began to speak with 
other tongues. And we can rest assured this was no drawling, sleepy 
speech; all about these men was energy, life, and fire. The verses 
following our text tell us especially of Peter, who stood up and lifted 
up his voice and preached a sermon of such power and life that those 
who were present were pricked in the heart, began to realize their 
danger, and cried out to be delivered. The commotion and the excite- 
ment spread throughout the multitude that had come together, and 
although many had been indifferent and dead in trespasses and sins, 
through the preaching of the apostles the Holy Spirit raised these 
dead to life, until out of the great assembly about three thousand 
souls were brought to a sincere repentance of their sins. Thousands 
were moved to ery out for forgiveness and for pardon and for the gift 
of God’s Holy Spirit. These thousands on that very day joined them- 
selves to the company of the disciples and clamored for Baptism and 
were baptized. Was that not life? Was that not life out of death? 
Oh, if God ever gave spiritual life, He gave it on that day, the very 
life that Jesus came to give us. 

When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, when He brought back 
to life the daughter of Jairus, and when He eaused the heart of that 
widow’s son at Nain to pulsate once more, He performed great mir- 
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acles. By them He demonstrated His power to destroy death and to 
givelife. But it was not His purpose to continue to do such miracles. 
He wanted His disciples to do greater things than these, and here 
they did these “greater works.” Here He, the risen, ascended Lord 
and King, who sitteth at the right hand of God, gave spiritual life 
to those thousands on one day through the preaching of the apostles. 
That was far more glorious than if on this day a whole cemetery of 
dead had been brought back to this earthly life. Here, here to-day, 
on Pentecost Sunday, God through His Holy Spirit gave the life that 
Jesus died for. This is the gift that He suffered for; here He be- 
stowed that which He intended for us, real life, spiritual life, genuine 
life, a life that is to last throughout all eternity, a life which even 
our natural death cannot touch or destroy. 

The nature of this life we see in these Pentecost Christians of 
our text. These people became ashamed of their sins, their spirits 
were crushed, their hearts were filled with that repentance which 
David expressed when he cried out: “Have mercy upon me, O God, 
according to Thy loving-kindness. Against Thee, Thee only, have 
I sinned and done this evil in Thy sight.” That life rose in them 
which lived in that publican who entered the Temple witha distressed 
and contrite spirit, who smote upon his breast and said: “God be 
merciful to me, a sinner!” They now felt that fire of shame and 
contrition which moved Peter to leave the company of the wicked 
and to weep bitter tears over his great sin. And at the same time, 
amid these pains of repentance, there was born the life of faith. These 
people now believed what Peter preached to them, that “in the name 
of Jesus Christ there is remission of sin,” and that “whosoever shall 
call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Therefore, because 
they now believed in that Lord whom they had crucified, therefore 
they now came forward to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins and to receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
Thereafter there lived in these people that power which destroys sin 
and death; there lived in them that life by which we are united to 
God, which is God’s life in us, which produces from day to day the 
beautiful fruits of the Spirit: “Love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gen- 
tleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.” Gal. 5, 22. 23. 

But where is all that life now? Did it die down? Did that fire 
finally cease? No, it has increased in volume and power from that 
day until now. On that day Jerusalem was stirred, but it was not so 
many years afterward when the life that was given on that day had 
so asserted itself that people even at Thessalonica declared that these 
Pentecostal Christians had turned the world upside down. And a few 
years later Paul wrote that the faith of one Christian congregation 
was spoken of throughout the whole world. And what can we say 
to-day of this same life? Through the whole continent of Europe, 
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throughout North and South America, throughout large parts of Asia 
and Africa, the light and the life of Pentecost has spread. It has not 
entered all men, for many still love darkness rather than light. But 
in many places children of God have received the life that is of God. 
Not only on one day, at one place, are thousands of souls saved and 
raised to spiritual, eternal life, but in thousands of places, every day, 
the Holy Spirit through God’s Word gathers, enlightens, sanctifies, 
and gives life to thousands of souls. There is not an hour now in 
which there is not some one praying to God for forgiveness of sins, 
or praising Him for His grace and mercy, or rejoicing in the gift of 
His Holy Spirit, or thanking Jesus for His suffering and death. 

It is true, my dear Christians, we often feel discouraged when 
we note so little of this life and light. There is still so much darkness: 
and death in this world that we are inclined to ask: Where is now 
the life of the Holy Spirit? Where are the fruits of His outpouring ? 
But when we do this, we are in danger of making the mistake of 
Elijah, who thought there was no child of God but himself, because 
he knew of no other. It is true, because this Pentecostal gift of God 
is despised, therefore the flock of Christ is still a little flock. This 
very narrative is despised by some. When they read it, they imagine 
in their hearts that such a thing never happened. Others believe that 
it did happen at one time, but they fear that God no longer gives 
His Holy Spirit. Some imagine that the cloven tongues and the loud 
sound should be repeated. My friends, God need not repeat the sign 
of the cloven tongues and of the sound of the rushing, mighty wind. 
These served their purpose of advertising and of symbolizing. So far 
as we know, they were never given again just in that way, nor need 
they be given again, for the gift of God to bless man with light and 
life was not in them, but in the Gospel of Jesus Christ which the 
disciples preached. And this Word we have given to us as pure and 
as true and as full of power and energy to give life as at that time. 
Many of those who heard that sound and saw those tongues of fire 
perished in their sins because they did not accept God’s Holy Spirit. 
Beware lest, while you are asking for these signs, you lose that price- 
less gift, God’s Holy Spirit. In the precious Gospel of Jesus Christ 
we have to-day that Pentecostal gift, God’s Holy Spirit with every 
whit of its saving and life-giving power that was given it on that day 
of Pentecost. If you are not obtaining light and life from it, the 
fault is yours. God wants you to pray that He would through this 
Word give you the Holy Spirit. Has He not said: “If ye, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall 
your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him!” ? 
And God wants to give this gift of faith and of righteousness through 
His Word. He has directed you very distinctly by saying: “Faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” He has told 
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you: “The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are 
life.’ John 6,63. He has told us that this Word is not a dead, cor- 
ruptible thing, but that it is a living seed, which ever again brings 
forth new life. 1 Pet. 1, 23. 

My dear Christian, when you come here to this church, God comes 
here to meet you with hands and arms just as full of blessings, full 
of light and of life, as He came to that company of disciples on Pente- 
cost Sunday. In His Word He presents to you the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. If you go away empty-handed, if no repentance of 
your sins, uncleanness, lethargy, or inactivity takes hold of you, the 
fault is yours. If there is not stirred up in you joy because of your 
baptism (or desire to be baptized if you are not baptized as yet) and 
faith in the sacrifice of Jesus, the Lamb of God, the fault is yours. 
God’s light- and life-giving dispensation did not cease with the first 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit; that was only the inauguration of it, 
that was only the beginning of it; and it has continued till now, 
and will continue until Jesus comes to Judgment. Oh, let us learn 
and be impressed again with this solemn truth, with this joyous truth, 
that God has given and still gives us through His Word forgiveness 
of sin, peace with God, joy in the Holy Ghost, ability to sing with 
heart and lips, courage to testify, strength to bear the cross, power 
to overcome sin, death, and the devil, and faith to conquer the world. 
To-day God wants to heal you by His Holy Spirit of the curse and 
of the power of sin. To-day He proclaims to you what Peter pro- 
claimed on that first Pentecost Day that “the blood of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, cleanseth us from all sin. To-day He reaches forth His 
hand to those who are dead in unbelief and tells you: “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved and thy house.” Oh, let 
us breathe this blessed Gospel-air of heaven, let us rejoice therein, 
let us accept the gift that shall forever destroy our death and give us 
eternal life. Then God’s Pentecost will continually be our Pentecost, 
and God’s Spirit of light and life will live in our spirit. And this 
Holy Spirit will bring us at last to that realm where we shall praise 
Him eternally for this His Pentecostal gift of light and of life. Amen. 

M. S. Sommer. 


Predigt bei Gelegenheit einer Altar- und Kanzelweihe, 
Mal. 1, 13b. 


Wiederholt lefen mir in der Schrift, daß Gott mit befonderem 
Wohlgefallen auf feiner glaubigen Kinder Tun und Treiben fowie auf 
Das Werf ihrer Hände herabgefhaut hat. Bon dem Lebenswandel 
3. B. eines Noah hören wir: „Er war ein frommer Mann ohne Wandel 
und führte ein göttlich Leben“, weshalb auch ausdrüdlich von ihm her- 
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vorgehoben wird: „Noah fand Gnade vor dem HErrn.” Dasfelbe 
Zeugnis wird ferner dem gottesfiirdtigen Lot, dem Erzvater Abraham, 
dem Mann Gottes Mofes und andern ausgeftellt. So waren ferner die 
Opfer der Gläubigen des Alten Bundes eine VBeranlaffung zum Wohl- 
gefallen Gottes, Entweder wird dies ausdrücdlich bezeugt, wie 3.8. beim 
Opfer Abels, nämlih: „Der HErr fah gnädiglihd an Abel und fein 
Opfer“, oder der HErr gab in ganz eigentiimlidher Weife fein Wohl- 
gefallen fund, 3.8. indem er Feuer bom Himmel fallen ließ, dads das 
Opfer verzehrte, ivie einjt bei dem erften Opfer, das der Hobepriefter 
Aaron vor verfammeltem Volf darbradhte; ferner zur Beit des Pro- 
pheten Elias, al3 diefer mit den Baalspfaffen um den wahren Gott 
eiferte; zur Zeit Salomos, alS er den Tempel einmweihte; oder indem 
er durch einen Engel das Opfer angzündete, wie einjt Gideon Ddiefes 
erfahren durfte. Cin herrliches Unternehmen und Werf endlid, das 
bon dem Wohlgefallen Gottes begleitet mar, war der Bau des Tempels 
zu Serufalem unter der Regierung des Königs Salomo, der an Pracht 
und Schönheit feinesgleiden nicht hatte. MS Salomo nach der Voll- 
endung dieje3g Tempel3 denfelben feierlich eingeweiht hatte, wird be- 
jonder3 hervorgehoben: „Die Herrlichkeit des Herrn erfüllte das Haus.” 

Shr teuren Glieder diefer Gemeinde habt euch heute hier ver=- 
jammelt, ein außergewöhnlides Feft zu feiern. Auch ihr Habt ein 
Werf begonnen, das jebt vollendet vor euren Augen dafteht. Dem 
Tempel eures Gottes, eurer Kirche, habt ihr ein verändertes und berz 
ichönertes Aussehen gegeben, ihn mit einem herrlicden Altar und einer 
ihönen Kanzel gegiert, und an dem heutigen Tage wollt ihr diefes 
Opfer eurer Hände dem Herrn, eurem Gott, darbringen und feierlich 
feinem Dienst weihen. Go herrlid und {chon nun diefes alles an und 
für ji) auch it, jo gibt es doch eine Frage, die gerade bei einem folchen 
Werk für den Chriften foie für eine riftlicde Gemeinde bon auferfter 
Wichtigkeit ijt, namlieh: Nuht auch Gottes Wohlgefallen auf unjerm 
Werk? Diefe Frage wollen wir darum jebt beantworten, indem id 
euch die Frage beanttworte: 


Wann ijt die Einweihung eines neuen Altar und einer neuen Kanzel 
ein gottwohlgefälliger Dienjt? 
1. Wenn an dem neuen Altar der alte, Gott ane 
genehme Dienst Dargebradt wird; 
2. wenn von der neuen Kanzel die alte Botjhaft 
de3 Evangelium verfündigt wird. 


1: 

Wis Maleachi, der „Bote des Herrn“, die Worte unfers Textes 
niederjchrieb, war das Bolf Israel aus der babylonifchen Gefangen- 
Tchaft guriicgefehrt. Bei feiner Nüdfehr hatte es manderlet Gleic- 
gültigfeit in bezug auf feinen Gottesdienft mitgebracht; die Priejter- 

10 
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fehaft war entartet, Ehen mit Ausländerinnen hatten fich eingefdhlicjen, 
furz, eine Nadhjläffigfeit in der Erfüllung ihrer heiligen Pflichten war 
bei dem Volk ftarf eingeriffen. Diefer halbherzige Gottesdienft war eS, 
wogegen fich der Prophet hauptfächlich richtete, indem er das Bolf 
ernftlich zu wahrer Buße mahnte. Nachdem nämlich der HErr durch den 
Mund des Propheten ihnen dies vorgeftellt hatte, richtet er an fie die 
Worte unfers Textes: „Sollte mir folches gefallen von eurer Hand, 
fpricht der Herr?“ Wohl hatte das Volf noch einen Altar, aber die 
Opfer, die dem HErrn dargebradt wurden, waren ihm ein Greuel; 
dadurch wurde der Altar verunehrt. 

Shr, teure Glieder diefer Gemeinde, habt eurem Gott einen neuen 
Altar errichtet. Mit Recht fragen wir: „Sollte ihn folches gefallen 
bon eurer Hand?” Die Bezeihnung Altar bedeutet eigentlih ein Tifch 
bor dem HErrn; was am Altar verrichtet wird, gefchteht in der Gegen- 
wart des Hören. Nicht fotvohl auf den Altar fommt e3 an als viel 
mehr darauf, zu tweldem med wir ihn errichten, mie wir ihn ge= 
brauden. Sit das ihm angenehm, fo muß aud die Einweihung eines 
Witars zu feines Namens Ehre ein ihm mohlgefälliger Dienjt fein. 
Lakt mich euch furz darauf Hinmweifen, wozu wir diefen Altar ge= 
brauchen wollen. 

Hier am Altar wenden wir uns zu unferm Gott im Gebet, tragen 
ihm das Anliegen unferer Herzen bor, erheben unfere Herzen zu Lob und 
Dank für empfangene Wohltaten, rühmen und preifen feine Gnade, 
Liebe und Barmberzigfeit. Sollte aber diejes „Opfer unfers Mundes“ 
ihm mißfällig fein? Oder berufen wir uns nicht mit Mecht auf Gottes 
Gebot und fpreden: „Mein Herz halt dir vor dein Wort: hr follt 
mein Antliß fuden. Darum fude is auch, HErr, dein Wntligy ? 
Gründen wir uns nicht dabei auf feine Verheipung: „Alles, was ihr 
bittet im Gebet, jo ihr glaubet, fo werdet ihr’3 empfahen“? Hier am 
Altar werden unfere Zürbitten getan*) für alle Menfden im Nahrz, 
Lehre und Webhrftand, jonderlih für unfere Glaubensgenofien, einz 
heimijche mie auswärtige, foie für unfere Feinde. Sagt nicht aber 
der Apoftel ausdriiclich, foldhes fei gut, dazu auch „angenehm bor Gott, 
unferm Heilande“, nämlich „daß man vor allen Dingen zuerst tue Bitte, 
Gebet, Fürbitte und Dankfagung für alle Menfchen, für die Könige und 
für alle Obrigfeit“ ? 

Vor diefem Altar jtimmen mir unfere Lob- und Danflieder an 
und lafjen zur Ehre unjers Gottes unjere Yubelhymnen erfchallen. 
Sollte aber dies ein ungemifjer Gottesdienit fein, wenn der Pfalmift 
dazu auffordert in den Worten: „ES ift ein föftlich Ding dem HErrn 
danfen und lobfingen deinem Namen, du Höchiter“ 2 

Hier am Altar werden die herrlihen Taten und Wunder Gottes 
aus feinem Wort uns verfimdigt, 3.8. die Weihnachtsbotfchaft, die 


*) Englifche Gottesdienftordnung. 
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Pafftonsgejhidte, das DOfterwunder u. a. Sollte aber dies unferm 
Gott mißfällig fein, wenn e3 bei uns wie bei dem Pfalmiften Heißt: 
„IH Halte mich, HErr, zu deinem Altar, da man höret die Stimme 
des Danfens, und da man prediget alle deine Wunder“ 2 

Hier am Mtar werden unfere Kinder zur Taufe gebracht. Sit 
aber nicht gerade die Taufe da3 Gnadenmittel, tweldhes der große 
Kinderfreund felbjt den Heinen Kindlein gugut eingefeßt hat? Wie 
anders follen fie wiedergeboren werden, wie anders wollen wir feinem 
Befehl nadhfommen: „Laßt die Kindlein zu mir fommen und mehret 
ihnen nicht, denn jolcher ijt das Reich Gottes” al gerade durch diefes 
Bad der Wiedergeburt? 

Hier am Altar werden unfere Kinder fonfirmiert. Freilich tft 
die Konfirmation nicht wie die Saframente al3 eine göttliche, in feinem 
Wort uns gebotene Ordnung angufehen. Wer wollte deshalb aber 
behaupten, daß der Heiland nicht mit Wohlgefallen herabfieht auf die 
“ Kinderfehar, die nach grimbdlidem Unterridt in den Heilswahrheiten 
den Weg zur Seligfeit fennen gelernt hat, ihr Taufgelübde erneuert 
und am Altar ihres Gottes dem Heiland Treue und Standhaftigfeit 
gelobt bis in den Tod? Spricht nicht derfelbe Gott: „Opfere Gott 
Danf und bezahle dem Hodhften deine Geliibde”? Sa, follte nicht auf 
foldem Dienst das Wohlgefallen deffen ruhen, der verheißen hat: „Sei 
getreu bi3 an den Tod, fo will ich dir die Krone de3 Leben geben“ ? 

Hier am Altar verfammeln wir uns vor allen Dingen um den 
Tifeh des Herrn, das Abendmahl zu feiern. Bit doch gerade diefes 
Mahl das Liebesmahl, aus weldhem uns jo recht die innige Heiland3- 
Tiebe entgegenjtrablt, das Tejtament unfer3 Heilande3, in welchem er 
den Gläubigen aller Zeiten die ganze Frucht feiner Menfchwerdung 
bermacdht hat, das unvergleichlich foftliche Gut, die Vergebung unferer 
Simden, anbietet und uns deffen unumftößli gewiß macht durch den 
Genuß deffen, wodurd) er diefes Gut uns erworben hat, feinen wahren 
Leib und fein wahres Blut. Sit e3 nicht eine fortwährende Verfündi- 
gung jeines blutigen Verfohnopfers und ein Zeugnis und Befenntnis 
unfer3 Glaubens an ihn? Nicht nur gebietet er zweimal ausdrüdlich: 
„Soldhes tut!“ jondern er ladet auch auf das freundlichite die Sünder 
ein: „Rommet her zu mir alle, die ihr mühfelig und beladen feid!” 
und verheißt ihnen: „Ich twill euch erquicfen.“” 

Hier am Altar fnien wir nieder in der Beichte, und bom Altar 
aus wird uns die Abfolution gefproden. Daß der Diener am Wort, 
der ja im Namen und Auftrag der Gemeinde handelt, den göttlichen 
Beruf hat, im Namen feines Heilandes das Gnadenurteil über den 
bußfertigen Sünder zu fpredjen, und daß diefe Abjolution aud bor 
Gott Kraft und Gültigkeit hat, beteuert uns der Heiland felbit, wenn 
er {pricht: „Wahrlich, ich fage euch, was ihr auf Erden Töfen werdet, 
fol auch im Simmel 103 fein.” Ya, damit wir uns eine Borftellung 
machen fonnen bon dem Wohlgefallen, welches die aufricätige Bue 
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eines Sünders fowohl im Herzen des Heilandes wie auch unter den - 
feligen Betwohnern des Himmels herborruft, läßt er uns gleihjam einen 
Blick tun in den himmlischen Freudenfaal, wenn er jpridt: „ES wird 
Freude fein bor den Engeln Gottes im Himmel über einen Giinder, 
der Buße tut.” Oder jagt, follte das, was auch die heiligen Engel zum 
Qubel bewegt, nicht ihm ein Wohlgefallen bereiten? 

Hier am Altar werden unfere Chen eingejegnet. it doch der Chez 
ftand ein heiliger Stand, den Gott felbft cingejebt und gejegnet hat. 
Sollte e3 ihm deshalb nicht angenehm fein, wenn ein frommes Chez 
paar hier erjeint, um vom Altar aus gejegnet feinen Chejtand zu 
beginnen? 

Hier bom Altar aus begleiten wir endlich unjere Toten zur lebten 
Ruheftätte. Nachdem fie den Kampf des Glaubens beendet und das 
himmlische Biel erreicht Haben, treu geblieben find bis an den Tod und 
nun die Krone des Lebens erlangt haben, verfammeln wir uns nod 
einmal vor dem Altar und bitten den Gott aller Gnade: „HErr, Lehre 
ung bedenfen, daß wir jterben miifjen, auf daß wir flug werden!” Da 
holen wir und den Trojt, der allein alle bittere Trauer uns verfüßt, 
den einzig haltbaren Troft, der unjer Sterbeitiimdlein in einen Schlaf 
berivandeln fann, und die felige Gemißheit, daß wir einjt auferftehen 
werden zur ewigen Herrlichkeit. Sollte aber der, der gejagt hat: 
„Welcher Ende fchauet an und folget ihrem Glauben nach” den Segen 
eines folden Gottesdienftes uns verjagen fonnen? 

Wie wird demnach nun die Frage, die wir un3 in unferm Tert 
geftellt haben, nämli: „Sollte mir foldes gefallen von eurer Hand?“ 
gu beantivorten fein? 3 unterliegt gar feinem Zweifel, „jolcde Opfer 
gefallen Gott wohl’. Somit ijt alfo auch die Einweihung eures neuen 
Altars zur Ehre Gottes ein ihm mohlgefälliger Dienft. 


2. 

Dod, teure Fejtgemeinde, eure heutige Feier ijt eine doppelte; 
außer dem Altar wollt ihr auch eine neue Kanzel einweihen. Wann 
aber fonnt ihr getoiß jein, daß auch dies ein gottiwohlgefälliger Dienft ijt? 
Sch antworte zweitens: Wenn von der neuen Kanzel die alte Botichaft 
de3 Evangeliums verfündigt wird. Ob der Dienft, den ihr am Altar 
eures Gottes ihm darbringt, ihm wohlgefällig ijt, hängt vielfach dDabon 
ab, was für eine Botjchaft euch bon diefer Kanzel gepredigt wird. Sa, 
die Predigt ijt jchließlih die eine große Hauptfade eures Gotte3= 
dienites. 

&3 fommt aljo nicht darauf an, wie das Außerliche ausfieht, nicht 
auf das jchöne Gebäude oder auf den inneren foftharen Schmud und 
Glanz. Dies alles verliert fdlichlich feinen Neiz, veraltet und wird 
erfebt. Was ijt eS dagegen, das nie veraltet, niemals erfebt werden 
foll, nie feinen Reiz verliert? C8 ijt, furz gejagt, die alte Predigt des 
Evangeliums, die alte Botfdhaft bon Chrijto, dem Gefreuzigten. Dieje 
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Botihaft febt der Hochbegabte und erleuchtete Apoitel Paulus allem 
menjdlicden Wifjen, aller iwdifhen Weisheit weit bor, wenn er feiner 
Gemeinde bezeugt: „Ich hielt mich nicht dafür, dap ich etwas müßte 
unter euch ohne allein SECjum Ehriftum, den Gefreuzigten.” Die 
eine große Aufgabe, die er fich gefebt hatte, war, feinen Zuhörern 
den Sünderheiland vor die Augen gu malen und ins Herz zu prägen, 
ihnen den Weg zur Seligfeit durch den Glauben an ihn fotwohl verz 
ftandlich und Mar als auch feft und gewiß und zugleich füß und anz 
genehm zu maden. Das ijt daher auch durchweg das Thema aller feiner 
Predigten getwefen; mie ein goldener Faden zieht fich die Predigt von 
Ehrijto, dem Gefreugigten, durch alle feine Epijteln hindurdh. „IEfus 
Ehrijtus ift fommen An die Welt, die Sünder jelig zu machen”, „So 
bitten wir nun an Chriftus’ Statt: Laßt euch verfühnen mit Gott!” — 
Das war für ihn aller Weisheit höchjte Fülle. Deshalb bezeugt er 
aud nicht nur, daß „Chriitum Tiebhaben viel befjer ift denn alles 
Willen“, er erflärt fogar geradezu: „Ich achte e3 alles für Schaden 
gegen Der überjehivengliden Erfenntnis Chrifti SECju, meines Herren, 
um welches willen ich alle habe für Schaden gerechnet und adhte es 
für Dred, auf daß ich Chriftum geivinne.” Dasjelbe finden wir auch 
bei allen andern Wpofteln. 

Wie aber, Geliebte, jteht e3 nicht gerade in unferer Zeit fo, daß 
dieje himmlische Weisheit verachtet wird, daß man dieje alte Botihaft 
des Evangeliums bon den Kanzeln vieler, auch jogenannter chriftlicer 
Kirchen nicht mehr hören will, fie für veraltet erflärt und durch neue, 
jogenannte zeitgemäße Gegenstände erjebt hat? Sit es dann aber ein 
Wunder, wenn infolgedefjen Gottes Wort immer weniger und weniger 
gepredigt und bon den Zuhörern immer feltener gelefen wird, das 
Gebet bei den Chrijten allmabhlich einjchläft, die Kindertaufe verjpottet 
und verläftert, die Konfirmation verachtet und verivorfen wird, das 
heilige Abendmahl feine hohe Bedeutung verloren hat oder verftinmmelt, 
die Beichte und Abfolution verjehmaht und abgefchafft wird, die Cinz 
fegnung der Che bloß eine leere Form ijt, und der Cheftand fo fdand= 
lich entheiligt wird, die Leichenfeier eine Verherrlihung und GSelig- 
preifung des Berftorbenen twird, jogar wenn diefer ein offenbarer 
MWeltmenjch getvefen ijt — furg, Dak das wahre Chriftentum bei ihnen 
anfängt einzufhlummern, und ihr bermeintlider Gottesdienft einfach 
Gott ein Greuel ijt? Sit es da ein Wunder, wenn Gott feine furcht- 
bare Drohung wahr macht und ihren Leuchter, das göttliche Wort, tveg= 
ftößt von feiner Stätte? 

Gerade aber für uns futherifehe Ehriften ijt diefe Gefahr unferer 
Beit eine eindringlie und ernfte Mahnung zu halten, was wir haben, 
daß niemand unfere Krone nehme. Bei uns foll vielmehr jtet3 das 
Verlangen aufjteigen und wachgehalten werden: „Ach, wenn id) nur 
SCjum recht fenne und mweiß, fo hab’ ich der Weisheit vollfommenen 
Preis.” Das gefdieht aber Lediglich Durch die Verfündigung der alten 
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Botfchaft des Evangeliums. Dann werdet nicht nur ihr, teure Zuhörer, 
durch Gottes Gnade mit immer neuem, aufmerffamen Fleiß der alten 
und dod ewig neuen Botfdaft bom Kreuz laufchen, fondern auch eurem 
Diener am Wort wird e3 die größte Luft fein, eure neue Kanzel zu 
befteigen und euch diefe alte Botfchaft immer und immer wieder auf 
neue zu verfündigen. Und fagt, ,,follte nicht dem HErrn, eurem Gott, 
folddes twohlgefallen?” Doch gang gewiß! Ba, wenn fo die alten 
Gnadenmittel, Wort und Saframent, in eurer Mitte rein und un= 
verfälfcht bewahrt bleiben, dann feid ihr nicht nur deffen verfichert, 
Dak der König der Ehren auch wieder in der gegenwärtigen Adventszeit 
aufs neue bei euch einfehren wird mit der Fülle feiner Gnade, fondern 
aud fein Wohlgefallen wird er euch fundtun, indem er auch feine fernere 
herrliche Verheipung an euch wahr macht, und ihr e8 erfahren werdet: 
„Die Güte des HErrn ijt alle Morgen neu.” Und wenn einjt der „neue 
Himmel und die neue Erde“ vollendet fein werden, auf welche fotvohl 
euer neuer Altar wie auch eure neue Kanzel euch vorbereiten jollen, 
Dann tverdet ihr ihm dort erft recht eure Lobe und Danfopfer dar 
bringen in alle Eimwigfeit. Amen. 8. Wambsgank. 


Christian Experiences. 


Outlines for Sunday Evening Services. 


III. Wrestling with the Lord. 
Gen. 32, 24—32. 


A. In last Sunday’s discourse we considered Jacob’s prayer. 
Having delivered that prayer, Jacob at once prepared to meet his 
brother. Vv. 13—23. (Enlarge.) 

B. Jacob, a true child of God. He desired to live at peace with 
all men. Explain vv. 13—23. God having commanded him to return, 
he desires to live at peace with his brother. Cf. Jacob’s free, willing, 
faithful service rendered to Laban. 

C. Yet how great the number of his enemies! Laban. (Enlarge.) 
Esau. (Enlarge.) It is the true Christian who must expect enmity, 
hatred, persecution. Examples: Moses, Aaron, Paul. 

D. But a more painful experience! Now as Jacob, having prayed 
to God, prepares to meet his brother, God put Himself into his way, 
— as an enemy! 


JACOB’S WRESTLING WITH THE LORD. 


1. This was a most painful experience. 

A. a) “And Jacob was left alone,” v.24, having sent his wives 
and children across the river Jabbok. Alone! In the night! With 
fear, doubt, and distressing forebodings in his heart! b) “There 
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wrestled a man with him,” v.24. Ne’ebak from chabak, dust; a 
wrestling which was a bodily struggle, a real combat of a real enemy 
trying to slay him. ec) “Until the breaking of the day,” v.24. A long, 
protracted struggle, wearing out his physical strength. 


B. A spiritual struggle. Note Jacob’s fears! (Enlarge.) Luther: 
“God here appeared as the enemy of Jacob and attacked him hard. 
Hence it was not a mere bodily struggle, which Jacob had to pass 
through. Hosea describes Jacob: ‘He wept and made supplication 
unto Him.’” Hos. 12, 3.4.— “Jacob had to believe that all the pre- 
cious promises of God which he had received of Him in the past had 
fallen to the ground, since God was His enemy.” St. L. II, 792—814. 

©. Such, too, are the experiences of every Christian. Bodily 
distress combined with distress of the soul,—trials, doubts, fears 
(Anfechtungen). Cf. Dr. Stoeckhardt’s B. G. (A. 7'.), p.46. Cf. The 
Syrophenician woman. Paul. Luther. 


2. It was a most blessed experience. 


A.a) The Lord Himself, having achieved His purpose, terminates 
the struggle, v. 26a. (Enlarge.) 1Cor.10,13. b) The Lord makes 
Himself known to Jacob, v.26b (“Except Thou bless me”). Jacob 
sees both that this struggle was to be a blessing, and that the one 
who struggled with him was the Giver of blessings. What comfort! 
c) A wonderful revelation, v. 28 (“As a prince Thou hast power with 
God, and with men, and hast prevailed’). Israel— what a title of 
honor and dignity! d) “Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after My 
name?” — Meaning: I am God. Why dost thou ask? “And He 
[God] blessed him there,” v.29b. Cf. Luther ad v.1d. e) The effect 
of the blessing, v.30. “I have seen God face to face, and my life is 
preserved,” v. 30b. What honor, assurance, power! Peniel— the face 
of God, the face of God who is gracious! f) Further assurance of | 
God’s mercy, v.31 (“The sun rose upon him”). The night of fear 
was spent, day had come with God’s renewed mercy. g) A memorial 
of God’s grace, v. 81.— So surely as Jacob halted, so surely God had 
blessed him, and so sure Jacob should now be of God’s mercy and love. 


B. So, too, must all things, even trials and tribulations (Anfech- 
tungen), work together for good to them that love God, Rom. 8, 28. 
Cf. Luther (1. d.), and Stoeckhardt’s B. G., p. 46. a) Our trials may be 
long, but not too long, v.26. b) In our trials God reveals to us His 
love, and shows that they are meant for a blessing, v.26b. ce) Also 
the approved Christian is an Israel, one who has conquered God. 
d) In the very trials which pain us to the quick, God blesses us, v. 29b. 
e) And thus these hours become our Peniel, v.30, where the sun of 
God’s love shines, v.31, and they ever remain blessed reminiscences 
of God’s grace, v. 32. 
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IV. Conciliating Our Enemies. 
Gen. 32, 13—20; 33, 1—12. 


A. The blessed fruit of justification by faith in Christ Jesus is 
peace with God, Rom. 5,1.2. Through the suffering and death of our 
divine Savior God has declared all the sins of men forgiven, and all 
sinners justified, Rom. 5, 17.18. Hence the believer in Christ acknowl- 
edges with joy and thanksgiving: “We have peace with God,” or: 
“All glory be to God on high . . . the strife at last is ended!” 

B. Through faith in the reconciliation of God through Christ 
man becomes a new creature, 2 Cor. 5, 17—19. This becomes manifest 
also in the believer’s attitude towards his fellow-men and, above all, 
his fellow-Christians. Whereas the works of the flesh are hatred, 
variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, Gal. 5, 20.21, the fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance, Gal. 5, 22.23. (Enlarge.) 

C. How sorely we need this lesson! Or have we already attained? 
No. — Let us consider — 


JACOB CONCILIATING HIS BROTHER. 


1. Jacob’s kindly disposition towards his brother. 

A. Our text shows us Jacob on his way to conciliate his brother, 
Esau. This was a difficult task. Show Esau’s intense hatred for 
Jacob, Gen. 27,41. State cause, Gen. 27,26—88. However, whose 
fault was it that Jacob had appropriated the blessing unto himself? 
Gen. 25, 33. 34 (Esau despised his birthright). 

B. The results of Esau’s hatred: a) fleeing from home, Gen. 
28,5; b) continual suffering in Padan-Aram at the hand of Laban, 
Gen. 29. 30. 31. 

C. And yet Jacob harbors no resentment in his heart against 
Esau, — not a trace of it. Why? Because Jacob was a true believer 
in the promised Savior. His friendliness, kindliness, forgiveness were 
fruits of faith, Gen. 31, 42; 32,26 (“I will not let Thee go”). 

D. True peace and reconciliation with our fellow-men can be 
ours only when our hearts are filled with the spirit of love and for- 
giveness that comes from true faith in our Savior. Striving for peace 
must come from within, from hearts sanctified by the Holy Ghost 
through faith, Gal. 5,22 (“the fruit of the Spirit”). God grant us 
to learn that lesson. 

2. Jacob’s means of conciliating his brother. 

A. a) Jacob unselfishly deprives himself of a large portion of his 
possessions, in order to appease his brother, Gen. 32,13—17. Jacob 
regards peace with his brother of greater value than all his riches, 
and in order to have peace, he is willing to sacrifice every earthly 
possession. What a lesson! b) Jacob’s humble deportment, Gen. 32, 
18—20. Even in offering his gifts to Esau, in order not to provoke 
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envy, he deports himself humbly. Cf. also: Gen.33,3 (“He bowed 
himself”); 33,6 (They bowed themselves”). c. Jacob’s humble and 
coneiliatory language, Gen. 32,18 (“thy servant”); (“It is a present 
sent to my lord’). Jacob does not care for earthly station, glory, 
honor, prestige, rank. He is a true child of God to whom all worldly 
glory is nothing. His heart is set upon nothing but peace with his 
brother. What a lesson of true Christian modesty! 

B. Why is there so much strife, hatred, envy, and dissension even 
among Christians? It is a) largely because of our sinful desire for 
earthly goods and possessions (enlarge); b) our desire for honor, 
glory, appreciation, ete.; ¢) our lack of true humility, modesty, and 
willingness to forgive. Let us beware! Cf. Gal.5,19 (“the fruits 
of the flesh”). Gal. 5, 20.21; Matt. 5,23.24; Mark11, 25.26; Matt. 
18, 23—25; Cf. Ps.19,12 (“Who can understand his errors?”). Let 
us learn to employ ever legitimate means by which we may conciliate 
our enemies! 


3. Jacob’s victory of conciliation. 

A. a) Esau’s wicked intentions, Gen. 32, 6.7. b) Esau’s complete 
conciliation, Gen. 33,4. 1) Esau ran to meet him; 2) he embraced 
him; 3) he fell on his neck; 4) he kissed him; 5) and he wept. 

B. This was a far greater victory. Esau had been changed 
entirely, had become a new man, Gen. 33, 9. Cf. vv. 10—12. (Enlarge.) 

©. The purpose of all our striving after peace, conciliation, and 
forgiveness is to win immortal souls for heaven. Matt.5,16: “Let 
your light [the light of your love] so shine before men [all men] that 
they may see your good works [the fruits of the Spirit by faith], 
and glorify your Father [who desires to be also their Father] which 
is in heaven” (the final goal of ourselves and — God grant it! — our 
neighbors’). — God help us to do His will! J.T. MUELLER. 


Dispofition über Mtatth. 9, 9—13. 


Wenn man wegen eines guten Werfes bon andern murrend ge= 
tadelt wird, fo ift das {cher zu ertragen. Einige laffen fich dadurd 
zum Born reizen, ja auch zu zornigen Gebärden, Worten oder gar 
Werfen. Sie vergelten Böfes mit Bijem. Andere latjen das Murren 
über fich ergehen und fehiweigen dazu. Und es gibt freilih Fälle, wo 
dies das Richtige ijt. Wenn aber durch eine Antwort Gottes Ehre und 
des Nächiten Heil befördert werden fann, fo jollen wir antworten. Das 
lernen wir bon unjerm Heiland. ALS die Pharifaer über fein Liebes- 
iwerf an den Sündern murren, da fcehmweigt er nicht, gibt auch feine zor= 
nige Antwort, fondern eine fehr heilfame. 
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Kein Antwort auf das Murren der Pharifaer eine fehr Heilfame. 


1.83&fu Antwort redtfertigt fein Tun. | 

a. Mit den Worten: „Die Starfen bedürfen des Arztes nicht, 
fondern die Kranken“ zeigt SECjus, daß fein Tun {chon nad) der Ver=- 
nunft recht ijt. Die Zöllner waren Kranfe, Sünder; fie bedurften 
eines Arztes, eines Heilandes. XEfus ijt der Arzt (Er. 15,26), der 
Heiland, deffen fie bedurften. Go gehören fie fon nad der Ver= 
nunft zufammen. 

b. Wenn JEfus jagt: ,Gehet aber hin und Vernet, was das fet: 
SH Habe Wohlgefallen an Barmherzigkeit und nit am Opfer“, jo 
bemeiit er mit diefen Worten, daß fein Tun recht ift nach dem Gefes. 
Nach. dem Gefeb will Gott bor allem die aus der Liebe zu ihm fließende 
Barmberzigfeit gegen den Nadften. Wenn SEfus fi der Sünder anz 
nimmt, fo ift das eitel Barmherzigkeit. Cx erfüllt damit das Gefeb 
der Liebe, er tut recht daran. 

e. Indem SEfus Hinzufügt: „Ich bin fommen, die Sünder zur 
Buße zu rufen und nicht die Frommen”, bezeugt er, daß fein Tun auch 
recht ist nad) Dem Evangelium. Mach der evangelifhen Verheigung 
(Sef. 61,1) follte Chriftus den Elenden predigen. Dazu hat der Vater 
ihn gefandt, und dazu ift er gefommen. Nun tut er fein ihm beftimmtes 
Werf, ruft die Sünder zur Buße, tut recht daran nach dem Cbangelium. 

d. SEfu Rechtfertiqung feines Tuns ijt heilfam für alle. Könnte 
er fein Tun nicht rechifertiqen, jo ware jein Schweigen eine Verurteilung 
der ganzen Sünderiwelt; da er aber durch feine Antwort beimeift, daß 
er Recht und Macht habe, die Sünder zu begnadigen, fo ift fie heilfam 
für alle. 

2. Sefu Antwort Straft die Gelbttqgeredten. 

a. NEjus jtraft die felbitgerehten Pharijaer, indem er zu ihnen 
fagt: ,Gehet... Opfer.“ Cr ftraft ihre Veradtung des Wortes Gottes 
(„Öehet aber hin und lernet, was das fei”), ihr Vertrauen auf ihre 
Werfe („Sch habe... nist am Opfer”, namlid am Opfer der Unz 
glaubigen und Unbarmbergigen), ihre Unbarmberzgigfeit, da dod) Gott 
ausdrükfiih jagt: „Ih will Barmherzigkeit.” 

b. Golche Strafe ijt heilfam für die Selbitgerehten, fie ijt im= 
ftande, fie zur Crfenntnis ihres heillofen Bujtandes zu bringen, der 
nötigen Vorbedingung der Annahme des Heils. 

3. SEfu Antwort tröftet die armen Günder. 

a. Unter armen Sündern verftehen wir diejenigen, welche erfennen, 
daß fie gar feine Gerechtigkeit vor Gott haben, und die darüber bon 
Herzen traurig find. 

b. Diefe troftet BEfus: „Ich bin fommen ... . Frommen.” Buße 
begreift Neue und Glauben in fih; zu beiden ruft JEfus fie durch das 
Evangelium. Dadurch fehenft er ihnen Heilfame Neue (die Neue aus 
dem Gefes allein ijt noch feine heilfame) und findliden Glauben. — 
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Es jind nicht die Frommen, die ihre Gerechtigkeit in fic) felbit fuchen, 
fondern infonderheit die Sünder, die fich felbft für verlorne Sünder 
halten, welche er ruft. Dazu ijt er gefommen. 

e. HCfu Antwort ift auch hier, ja Hier infonderheit, eine heilfame. 
Sie verfündigt und fdenft den Giindern das Heil und verfichert fie 
desfelben. 

Welch ein Wunder der Gnade und Freundlidfeit SEfu, auf das 
jiindlide, unfreundlihe Murren der PBharifäer eine fo heilfame Ant 
twort zu geben! Gie ift auch heilfam für uns; fie jchlieBt für uns das 
Heil in fi und bietet e3 uns an. Auch in unfern Herzen ftect von 
Natur ein feindliches Mipfallen an Chrifto, feinem Wort und Werf. 
Auch bei uns findet fich das törichte, gottlofe Vertrauen auf uns felbft 
und unfere Werfe. Und wenn pie zu der Cinficht fommen, daß wir 
das Gefeß unfers Gottes nicht erfüllt haben, fo verzagen wir und ge= 
raten an den Rand der Verzweiflung. Unfer gnädiger Heiland ver- 
leihe ung, daß durch feine heilfame Antwort unfer Wohlgefallen an uns 
jelbit in gründfiches Mipfallen, unfer Mißfallen an ihm in herzliches 
Wohlgefallen und unfer Verzagen in fröhliches Vertrauen auf ihn und 
feine Gnade verwandelt werde, daß wir mit Freudigfeit fagen und 
fingen fonnen: 

SEjus nimmt die Sünder an, 
Mich hat er auch angenommen ftv. 


2: 


Wie jol ein Paftor die Ermahnung des Apofteld: „Schafft, 
daß ihr felig werdet, mit Hurt und Bittern!“ (Phil. 2,12) 
auf feine Perjon anwenden? 


(Bortrag, gehalten auf der Nord-Illinvis-Paftoralfonferenz und auf deren Befchluß 
eingefandt von P.R. Piehler.) 


Diefe Ermahnung de3 Wpojtels ijt ein überaus ernftes, eindring= 
liches Wort unjers Gottes an alle Chrijten aller Zeiten. &3 ftände meit 
beffer um die Kirche Gottes, wenn jeder Chrijt diefes Wort jeden Tag, 
bejonder3 aber in der Stunde der Verfuchung vor Augen und im Herzen 
hatte: Schafft, bringt eure Geligfeit zumegel Die Seligfeit ijt das 
Kleinod aller Kleinode. Alle Schäbe der Erde, auch wenn jemand die 
ganze Welt gewinnen fonnte, waren mit der ewigen Seligfeit nicht auch 
nur annähernd zu vergleicjen. Wenn wir diefen Schab haben, fo ge= 
bührt es uns doch gewiß, aufs jorgfältigite damit umzugehen und ihn 
gu behüten. Mit Furcht — die ©eligfeit zu verlieren; mit Bit=- 
tern — da dies fo jchnell gejchehen ijt. Die Verantwortung ijt fo groß; 
der Verlujt unerjeglih! Soviel an uns ijt, follen mir unfere Gelig- 
feit gutvege bringen, al3 fame e3 auf uns und unfer „Schaffen“ ganz 
und allein und ausschließlich an; als hinge unfere Seligfeit völlig von 
uns ab, wohl mwiffend und feit glaubend, daß Gott allein eg ijt, der Wollen 
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und Vollbringen geben fann und gibt. Gott mill eben nicht, daß fir 
ficher und forglos, gleichgültig und leichtfertig e3 darauf anfommen 
Yaffen, ob wir jelig werden oder nicht, fondern er will, daß wir jein 
großes Gnadengejchenf als das fojtbarjte Gut angjtlich behüten und fejt= 
halten. Gr will, daß die, welche er durch feine Gnadenmadt zum Glauz 
ben gebracht hat, hinfort feine Mitarbeiter nicht nur an andern, fondern 
auch an ihrer eigenen Seele fein follen. Darum Täßt er jeinen Ehriiten 
fagen: Ringt danach, tut dem Himmelreih Gewalt an! Dies gilt allen 
Chrijten, und unter den Chriften ftehen doch die Baftoren, die Hirten, 
in erfter Reihe. So gilt den Hirten auch dies Wort bor allen andern. 
&3 ift eben auch bei den PBaitoren ihre ureigenjte Schuld, wenn fie, gerade 
fie, thre Seligfeit verlieren. Die Gefahr ijt fo groß, da Teufel, Welt 
und Fleifch jtets3 darauf aus find, Pajtoren zu fallen. So ruft denn 
der HErr Hirten und Herde zu: „Halte, was du haft, daß niemand deine 
Krone nehmel“ Seid nüchtern und wacht! Geid mader allezeit! 
Wacht und betet, daß ihr nicht in Verfuchung fallt; denn Satan hat 
euer begehrt, euch zu Fichten wie den Weizen. 

Vater und Brüder, wir haben das allerhichjte Amt auf Erden, 
denn mir find Baftoren der Seelen, die mit Chrijtt Gottesblut, mit feiz 
nem Leiden und Tod, bon eiwiger Verdammnis erfauft find. Wir find 
Geelforger, Seelenpfleger, Seelenwäditer. Die berithmteften Wohltäter 
der Menfden haben nie fo aroße Taten getan, Wohltaten ertviejen, wie 
fie ein rechter Geelforger tut, ein vor der Welt verachteter Baitor, der 
einer der Feinsten Herden Chriiti in irgendeinem Winfel der Welt vor= 
fteht. Hat jemand die Welt gewonnen und die Seele verloren, fo hat 
er alle3 verloren. Wer aber auch nur einer Seele bom Tode hilft, 
hat das Größte getan, das e3 gibt. Darum lat uns ja achthaben auf 
die Herde, unter welche uns der Heilige Geijt gefebt Hat zu Seelen= 
birten, deren Geligfeit zu fhaffen mit Furt und Zittern! 

Wir treiben immer Geeljorge; ein rechter Pastor fann in feinem 
Amt den Mund gar nicht auftun, ohne Seelforge zu treiben: öffentlich 
an der ganzen Gemeinde; privatim, wenn er als ein Nathan mit einem 
Dabid zu tun hat. Das ift ja das Amt, das uns der Oberhirte der 
Kirche aufgetragen hat — nur Seelforgel Ach Hoffe zu Gott, daß wir 
alle darin treu erfunden werden. 

Wie jteht e3 aber bei uns mit der Sorge für die eigene Seele? 
Der HErr fennt die Gefahr, in welcher feine Unterhirten ftehen, und 
fendet ihnen deshalb eine „perjünliche Botichaft“, die Lautet Apoit. 
20,28 und 1 Tim. 4, 16 fo: „Habe acht auf dich felbitl“ and: 
„Habe acht auf dich felbft und auf die Lehre; beharre in diejen 
Stüden! Denn wo du folches tuft, wirft du dich felbit felig machen.“ 
Hier redet der HErr zu den Pajtoren betreffs ihrer eigenen Berfon, ihrer 
eigenen ©eele, ihres eigenen Glaubens, ihrer eigenen Geligfeit. Das 
muß dem Heiland ja fehr wichtig fein und nötig erfcheinen. Gr fagt 
mit diefen Worten: Bhr Pajtoren fteht in größter Gefahr abzufallen 
und Wölfe zu werden, die fich und andere verderben, wenn ihr nicht 
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ununterbrochen aufs fehärfite auf euch felbft acht habt. Gr fagt damit: 
Ihr Pajtoren feid von Amts wegen gewohnt, euren Blick in die Ferne 
zu richten, jtet3 achtzuhaben auf andere, die Herde, dak ihre in größter 
‚Gefahr jteht, euch felbft bei dem Wehthaben auf andere aber außer acht 
zu lafjen. Cure Augen ruben auf jedem Schaf eurer Herde, daß ja fei- 
nem Schaden gejchieht; ihr arbeitet mit Eifer dahin, dak ein jeder, 
foviel an euch liegt, felig werde; ihr geht den Gefallenen, den Arrenden, 
den Wunden nach, fie zu retten, und vergeßt vielleicht euch felbft dabei. 
— Wie fchredlich ijt doch der Gedanke, den Paulus ausfprieht: andern 
predigen und felbjt verwerflich werden! Bebt uns nicht das Herz dabei? 
Durch Ausrichtung meines Amtes werde ich andern ein Gebhilfe, ein 
Führer zur Seligfeit; ich felbjt aber werde verloren, verdammt fein! 
Die Arznei, welche ich andern zum Leben gegeben, habe ich jelbit nicht 
genommen. Die Herde feliq — der Hirte verdammt! 

Wir Paftoren find fcehlimmer daran als unfere Herde. Deren 
Seelforger find tir, aber wer ijt unfer GSeelforger, wenn wir e3 nicht 
felbjt find? Wer mahnt, ftraft, warnt, troftet uns, wenn nicht wir 
jelbjt? Wohl achten viele auf uns mit Argusaugen in fehr bijer Wh- 
jicht, aber wer nimmt fich in Liebe unferer Seele an? Go wollen foir 
Denn Gottes perfönfiche Botfehaft an uns ja recht zu Herzen nehmen und 
bewahren. Wir fummieren: 1. Schaffe deine eigene Geligfeit, du 
Pajtor, mit Furt und Zittern! 2. Indem du achthajt auf dich jelbit. 
3. Sei ja taglich dein eigener Seelforger! 4. Eile und errette deine 
eigene Geele! 

Wir wollen uns ernjtlich prüfen, wie eS um unfere Seele fteht in 
unjerm perfünlien, Familien- und Amtöleben. Seder von uns treibe 
jest Brivatfeelforge an fich felbjt und frage bei allen nun folgenden 
Stiicen: „HErr, bin i’3?” 

% 

Bin iG, Paftor, ein wahrer Chrift? Stehen wir in 
täglicher Buße, find wir befehrt? Ajit unfer tägliches Siümdigen unfer 
taglider Schmerz? Vertrauen wir ganz und allein auf den Heiland 
der Giinder in diefem Simdenelend? Freuen und tröften wir uns 
feiner? Können wir mit Paulus in Wahrheit jagen: ,,Chrijtus tft 
mein Leben“? „Was ich hier Iebe, das lebe ich im Glauben des Soh- 
nes Gottes“? Bit der Glaube uns Herzensfadhe und nicht bloß 
ein beuchlerifches Mundbefenntni3? Auch der Baftor muß feines 
Glaubens leben. Wir twiffen das, aber leben wir wirfli im 
Glauben? 

Haben mir doch acht auf uns jelbit in diefem Hauptitücl Nicht 
umfonft ruft Gott aud) ung Pajtoren zu: „Werfucht euch felbjt, ob ihr 
im Glauben feid; prüft euch felbft!” Es ijt dem Satan und dem Fleifch 
Teicht, einen PBaftor in falfche Sicherheit zu wiegen, ihm als Glauben3- 
gemwißheit vorzugaufeln, was doch nur fleifchlihe Sicherheit, Heillofigz 
feit, ijt. Bedenfen tir doch, wie Leicht es gefchehen fann, daß wir unfere 
Amtstätigfeit für perfönlihen Glauben halten. Wir nehmen e3 als 
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felbftverjtändlich an, daß ein Paftor, der andere felig macht, felbjt felig 
fein muß. Wie viele Gemeindeglieder die Gemißheit ihrer Seligfeit 
auf ihr Kirchenfiten gründen, fo ftehen wir in Gefahr, unfere Gewif- 
Heit auf unfere Amtstätigfeit zu feben. Wie leicht fann e3 gejchehen, 
dat ein Pajtor dem Kopf» und Maulglauben verfällt, ohne fich deffen 
bewußt zu werden! Wir haben die Heilslehre mehr im Kopf und miiffen 
fie mehr im Munde führen als die Hörer. Das Chrijtentum wird jehr 
leicht zum Gefdaft, zur Gewohnheit, wenn man täglich mit dem Wort 
des Heil von Berufs wegen umgeht. Da fann e3 gar wohl gefchehen, 
daß man gegen die Wirkung abgeitumpft und verhärtet wird, fo daß 
ein Paftor wohl den Schein der Gottfeligfeit im jtarfen Maße haben 
fann, aber dejjen Kraft verleugnet. Wir mifjen, was unfer HErr denen 
fagen wird, die fich darauf berufen, daß fie in feinem Namen getvets- 
fagt, ja, Wunder getan haben. Haben wir acht auf ung felbjt! Schaffen 
fir unfere Geligfeit mit Furt und Bittern! 

Ungläubige, unbubfertige Pajtoren find aber auch gar nicht fähig, 
für das Amt; fie find ein Widerfpruch in fich felbjt. Die lacherlichjten 
Vergleiche fann man machen, die aber alle fehr zutreffend find. „Solche 
Baltoren find blinde Lehrer der Optif, taube Michter der Harmonien, 
ftumme Ginglehrer, Maultwiirfe als Lehrer junger Adler, Verbrecher 
als Richter, Tote als Lebenfpender, Verdammte als Seligmacher.“” Gie 
fonnen ja der Kinder Gottes Sprache weder in ihrem Klagen nod in 
ihrem Subeln verjtehen; deren Gefühle, AWnfechtungen find ihnen fremd, 
da fie all da3 nod nie an ihrem eigenen Herzen erfahren haben. Alles 
das fommt ihnen unnatiirlid, närrifeh bor, und fo find fie rat» und 
hilflofe wrate in Todesnöten. Schredlich ijt es, von „unter der Kanzel” 
aus in die Hölle zu fahren! Aber wie unausfprechlich fchreclicher ift 
e3, bon „auf der Kanzel“ aus dahin zu fommen, unter Verdammten 
der Verdammtefte zu fein! 

2. 


Paftoren, Ihafft eure Seligfeit mit Furcht und Bittern, indem ihr 
ahthabt auf euer perfonlimhes Gebet! Wir ftehen in großer 
Gefahr, das perfönliche Gebet zu vernachlaffigen. Und doch hat nie- 
mand mehr Urjacde, mit Flehen und Fürbitte Gott in den Ohren zu 
liegen, als ein Baftor. &3 ift unverjtändlich, wie ein Paftor ohne perz 
fönliches Gebet auch nur einen Tag ausfommen fann. Wir miiffer 
fo biel bon Amts wegen beten: in jedem Gottesdienft, an den Kranfen= 
betten, bet jeder Amtshandlung. Wie leicht fann da das Gebet zur 
Formfache, zum Plappern werden und wir felbft feelen- und herzlos in 
dem herrlichen Chriftenvorrecht, dem Gebet! So fann dann, wenn wir: 
nicht ernitlich achthaben auf ung felbjt, Überdruß entitehen am perfinz 
lichen Herzensgebet. Beten wir, Brüder, täglich mit Herz und Mund 
für ung jelbft in der Not, die uns fo hart auf dem Halfe liegt, für unfere 
Gemeinde, für die einzelnen Seelen, befonders für die, welche in Not 
find und uns Not mahen? Tragen wir im Gebet, wie wir fo oft unfere 
Gemeindeglieder ermahnen, auch felbjt unfere Synode, unfere Lehr= 
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anftalten, Miffionen, Miffionare auf dem Herzen, ivie e3 rechten Prie- 
jtern geziemt? leben wir im Privatgebet im Kämmerlein den Schuß 
Gottes herab auf die Kirche in diefjer fehr böfen Beit, in welcher der 
Teufel wieder los ijt? Stellen wir uns vor den Rif in diefer Zeit der 
Greuel und des brennenden Zornes Gottes? Folgen wir darin unferm 
Vater Luther, der oft die beiten Stunden de3 Tages in lautem Gebet 
zubrachte, unferm Oberhirten, der oft ganze Nächte im Gebet, heißem 
Flehen und Schreien bor Gott, feinem Vater, lag? Sind mir nicht oft 
ungebalten und entmutigt, weil wir fo wenig Segen erlangen? Gind 
twir aber nicht vielleicht felbft fchuld Daran, da wir Gott fo wenig bitten? 
Gott „will gebeten fein, wenn er was foll geben“, und er gibt nach dem 
Map des Glaubens und des Gebet3. Diejenigen Paftoren haben Großes 
ausgerichtet in der Kirche, welche groß waren im Gebet. Denfen wir 
an Luther, Walther, Harms, France, Müller. Sind wir groß im 
Gebet? Achten wir auf uns felbit, ob wir unjere Seligfeit jchaffen mit 
Furcht und Zittern in heißem Gebet! 


3. 


Habt acht auf euch jelbft in eurem Amt! Wir fonnen, ohne 
e3 zu merken, almählih auf eine fchiefe Bahn geraten in diefer ver= 
fehrten Welt, diejer gottlofen Zeit. Das Predigt- und Seelforgeramt 
ijt jest fat allgemein feines wahren Inhalts entleert und mit fremder 
Materie gefüllt. Nur die Schale des bon Chrijto geitifteten Amtes fine 
den wir in der römifchen Kirche und vielleicht bei Den Geften noch vor. 
Der Pajtor gibt jich her gum Sozialreformer, Regierungsfinanz-, Ge= 
jundheits=, Kriegs- und NRefonftruftionsagenten. Der Pajtor foll oder 
twill ein guter Repräfentant, Gejellihafts-Hanswurft, mixer, Erfinder 
neuer Mittel, die leergepredigten Kirchgebäude zu füllen, fein. Er foll 
oder will möglicgit viele Vereine mit Mühe und Not, durch gute und 
fehlechte Mittel am Leben erhalten, niemand bor den Kopf ftoßen; allen 
die „alten Wamsohren“ fehön Fißeln; eifrig jein, mit anderer Leute 
Geld die Gemeindefaffen zu füllen und Gebäude zu errichten — furg, 
Jack of all trades fein. Biele Hunderte von Paftoren find das und 
nur das. Und Solche werden oft viel begehrt, hoch gepricjen und glanz 
Zend bezahlt. Und das ijt nicht nur in den „Mlerweltsficchen“ der Fall, 
fondern — Gott fei eS geflagt! — Diefer höllifche Geijt mill auch bei 
ung einreißen. Man merft ihn in Berufsfachen, in den Anforderungen, 
welche man an die Perjonlichfeit und Arbeitsleiftung des PBaftors ftellt. 
Brüder, wir find auch Menfchen und haben den alten Mam an uns, 
und unferm alten Wdanı gefällt eS durchaus nicht, zum „alten Cifen” 
geworfen zu werden. Unfer alter Wdam ijt hocherfreut, wenn er bon 
der Welt draußen und drinnen gelobt und geehrt wird. Hier liegt eine 
Gefahr für uns; bier heißt es achthaben auf uns felbjt. Unfer alter 
Adam ijt fehr Freuzesiheu, voll Menfchenfurcht und Menjchengefällig- 
feit. Halten wir uns doch täglich flar bor Augen, daß uns unfer Herr 
und Bifchof in feinen Dienst genommen hat, feinen Weinberg zu bauen, 
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nicht aber, um den Leuten zu gefallen, den alten Adam der Menjhhen 


zu füttern, möglichft viele Namen auf die Gliederlijte zu bringen, den 
alten Menfchen fromm zu machen und der Welt Hansmwurft zu fpielen. 
Unfer Amt ift und muß bleiben, das ewig alte Evangelium zu predigen 
und durch diefes einzig und allein Menfchen gu befehren gu Gott, ihrem 


Heiland, durchs Evangelium Verdammte felig zu maden. Das, und 


Das allein, ijt da3 Gefchäft der rechten Paftoren. Vergeffen wir nicht, 
daß wir deswegen gehaßt werden müffen bon jedermann, daß unjer 
Name verfchrien werden muß als eines Widermärtigen, daß e3 ung nicht 
befier gehen fann und darf in diefer Welt, als e3 dem HErrn der Kirche 
felbft ergangen ift. Derjenige Pajtor, welcher der Welt Freund fein 
will, wird Gottes Feind fein müffen. Kein Pajtor fann zwei Herren 
dienen, Chrijto und Belial. Den auf beiden Schultern Tragenden wird 
der Danf werden, nicht bon Chrifto, nicht bon den in’ Verderben ges 
führten Seelen, fondern bon dem Teufel, dem fie in Chrifti Hirten= 
geivand gedient haben. Die Gefahr hierin für uns ijt groß, gerade in 
unferer Zeit. Haben wir ja acht auf ung felbit, indem wir uns ernit= 
lich prüfen, ob mir noch Chrifti Amt voll, allein und ganz führen, ob 
twir Geelengetvinner find für den Hirten und Bifchof unferer Seligfeit! 


(Fortfegung folgt.) 
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The Teaching of English. By Paul E. Kretzmann, M. A., Ph.D. Con- 
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 158 pages, 54, x8%4,. Price, 
$1.00, net. 3 


This is the third volume of the Concordia Teachers’ Library. The 
first volumes have treated the general principles and history of school 
education, and with the present volume the method of the various school 
branches is taken up. After a careful examination into this treatise of 
Dr. Kretzmann’s, we are ready to say that we have not elsewhere found 
the methods of teaching literature and composition so ably set forth in 
such narrow compass as in The Teaching of English. Dr. Kretzmann, after 
some very readable “Preliminary Considerations,” takes up, in order, read- 
ing, spelling, composition, and grammar, his remarks under each head 
being characterized by sanity, comprehension, and breadth; and after 
these fundamental considerations he takes up in detail the course of study 
in English as arranged for an eight-year school. Throughout, the treat- 
ment is practical, and gives evidence of wide reading. We were glad to see 
the prominence given the matter of oral composition. 


Geidhichte der Ev.-Luth. St. an zu Ama, KRanf. Bon P. F. °. 
Bifdher. 31 Seiten. Preis: 75 Cts. 

Aus Anlaß des goldenen a diefer Gemeinde befchreibt ihr Paftor 
in furger, aber intereffanter Weife die Gefchichte der erften fünfzig Jahre ihres 
Veftehens, und gwar in deutfcher und englifher Sprache. Das Buch tft mit 
vielen, fchön ausgeführten Jlluftrationen gejdmitdt, welche die verfchienenen Kir: 
chen und Schulen der Gemeinde darftellen, fowie aud) mit den Portraten ihrer 
Paftoren, Lehrer und VBorfteher. Die ganze Ausftattung des Büchleins ift eine 
mürdige. Wer fi für die Gemeinde und ihre Gefchichte interefftert, Tann da8. 
Buch von P. Fifder zu dem obengenannten Preis beziehen. GM. 


